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FROM THE EDITOR
Brothers,

We have received successful publication of 
our articles in The Oracle; however, we are 

in need of more articles with good photographs 
and captions. My primary goal as DDPR is to share 
the events and service projects of the Brotherhood 
with the Fraternity and the public. We ask that 
you make a concerted effort to document all food 
drives, blood drives, health/wellness events, so-
cial justice events, and any other responses to our 
communities’ cries for help. 

Refer to the quick reference tips listed below as a 
guideline for writing your future articles and your 
future Fraternal and personal social media posts. 
Our Instagram and Twitter accounts are active and 
thriving, follow the 5th District on both platforms, 
our handle is @thelegendary5th.

Oracle Article Submission Quick Reference Guide

• Submit all articles in MS Word format
• Submit photographs as separate attachments
• Never text photos, email only.
• Never embed your photos in a word document.
• Email in the largest available format.
• Include caption information for all pictures submit-
ted.
• The Oracle won’t publish Brothers Throwing Hooks.
• The Oracle won’t publish Brothers with tongues out.

Social Media Quick Reference Guide

• Think before you post.
• Do not discuss Omega Psi Phi business.
• Do not share Omega Psi Phi secrets.
• Is this a positive representation of Omega Psi Phi?
• Can this be used against Omega Psi Phi in court?
• I have on paraphernalia, should I post this picture? 
• I have on paraphernalia, should I post this video? 

Fraternally and Respectfully,

Irwin W. Todd, II
Irwin W. Todd, II
5th District Director of Public Relations

THE STAFF
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS
Irwin Todd II

DESIGNER
Richard Thompson

TECHNOLOGY TEAM
Anthony Burks and Rico Walker

The LEGEND is an e-newsletter published by 
the Fifth District of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity 
Inc.

The DDPR reserves the right to edit any sub-
missions to The LEGEND. All printed material 
will be in accordance with the “Code of Con-
duct” and protocols of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity 
Inc.

All submissions should be sent to the District 
Public Relations Director Bro. Irwin Todd II at 
itodd5thd@gmail.com.Deadlines will be pub-
lished.

Please visit the website of The Legendary Fifth 
District: omega5d.us.
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Hendersonville, TN (April 14,2022) |One of 
the leading health and workout experts in 
Middle Tennessee is Bro. Jerry Davis of the 
Omega Lambda Lambda Chapter. Bro. 

Davis has been an aficionado of movement and health 
since his days as a youth in Nashville, a drum major in 
Tennessee State University's “Aristocrat of Bands” and 
as the wellness director at TSU since 2003.

“When I was younger, I would try to rush in and fix a 
person's health goals,” he said, reflecting on his growth 
and wisdom as a fitness leader. “Now as seasoning has 
set in, I find myself listening more intently to the mean-
ing, fears, goals and strengths shared by the person or 
organization that I’ll be serving. Listening helps with 
clarification and effective collaboration. That makes for 
long lasting change.” 

Throughout the entire interview, Brother Davis assert-
ed gems and knowledge of wellness without missing a 
beat. 

One of  his standout credentials: he leads a team 

BY: Bro. Andre Anderson

Omega Lambda Lambda Supports 
Knowledge Academy's Boys II Men Boot Camp

Hendersonville, TN (April 2,2022) | Given 
the disparities faced by African-Amer-
ican Youth, a customized reprieve was 
garnered on April 2, 2022 at Knowledge 

Academy. Entitled “Boys II Men Boot Camp,” it was a 
one-day symposium designed to help middle school 
students navigate through high school and life. 
The event was spearheaded by Bro. LaSalle Chap-
man-Curry of Omega Lambda Lambda Chapter. 
He emphasized, “…(society) often criticizes student 
behavior without getting to the crux of the matter. 
This forum provided personal dialogue with boys and 
men. Men that have sat in those same seats- facing 
the same obstacles.”

 The camp served approximately 20 students with 
10 guest speakers. Some of the topics included: male 

confidence, self-respect, etiquette, social media 
engagement, and community service and education 
empowerment. 

"We all remember that it took someone to pour into 
our lives when we were kids and therefore, we are 
reaching back... to pull up," said Bro. Jeremy Kel-
lem.  

Bro. Darrel Powell said, “I felt the brothers pas-
sionately shared their expertise and love for the 
development of our next generation. We represented 
the mandated program of Social Action.” 

Added Bro. Ken Willoughby, “Without anyone 
saying it, the theme was definitely manhood and 
making choices that you can live with.”

Undoubtedly, the Knowledge Academy students 
were strengthened socially and emotionally because 
of the Boys II Men Boot Camp. Bro. Chapman-Curry 
concluded, “It’s always a pleasure to have my broth-
ers of royal purple and old gold in attendance. Build-
ing bridges so others can cross. That’s Omega Psi 
Phi.”

For more information on Omega Lambda Lamb-
da’s involvement with Knowledge Academy’s Boys II 
Men Boot Camp, reach out to Brother LaSalle Chap-
man-Curry:  lchapmancurry@kayouth.org.

BY: Bro. Andre Anderson

Bro. Jerry Davis: Mindfulness 
Master & Health Motivator
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(Continued on next page)

of 25 graduate and 
undergraduate students 
in Health Sciences, 
personally trains up to 25 
clients and teaches/man-
ages over 45 students. 
Providing the insight 
and oversight of such a 
group requires an ear to 
the “street and the ivory 
tower,” he said. 
    

According to the Cen-
ter for Disease Control 
(CDC), “although the 
African-American death 

rate has declined by 25 percent between 1999 and 2015, 
African Americans of ages 18-49 are twice as likely to 
die from heart disease than their white counterparts.”

Bro. Davis tied in a bittersweet testimonial of a mem-
orable client, “She was over 340 pounds. With diet 
and exercise, this client was able to get down to 219 
pounds.” Unfortunately, her ill-informed inner-cir-
cle lacked the understanding and validating skillsets 

necessary to help support her long-term goals. “Not 
only did she put the weight back on, but she gained 
more weight and stopped going to the gym and eating 
healthy. The crabs-in-the-barrel pulled her back to a 
negative lifestyle.” 

Bro. Davis underscored the importance of surround-
ing yourself in a community that values engagement, 
support and most importantly- emphatic listening. 
“Just like you don’t brush your teeth once a month and 
expect to have a healthy smile. You don’t work out once 
a month a get in shape. It’s a multifaceted process.”

The learning curve is boundless while in Bro. Davis’s 
presence. He added a futuristic perspective, “Nowa-
days, there are so many demographical preferences in 
the atmosphere of health and fitness. Some people will 
gravitate to reading articles like this. Others will pre-
fer to listen to a podcast. The options are endless. The 
silver lining? Everybody has a chance to listen in, learn 
and live.”

 Without a shadow of a doubt, Brother Jerry Davis’s 
vocation exemplifies the four cardinal principles of 
Omega Psi Phi: Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance 
and Uplift. 

For more information on Brother Davis’ involvement 
in the Wellness Center and Omega Lambda Lambda, 
please contact him directly at gdavis1@tnstate.edu.

Bro. Gary Mays: A Critical Community Connector

Hendersonville, TN 
(April 14,2022) | Bro. 
Gary Mays of Omega 
Lambda Lambda, the 

Campus Life Director at 4:13 Strong, 
knows a lot about bringing people 
together to solve a problem. 

4:13 Strong is a six- to eight-
month residential program that 
has a history of transforming the 
lives of men in the city of Nash-
ville. Young people who have been 
plagued with bad decisions and 
setbacks get an opportunity to turn 
it around and get a second chance 
at life.

Bro. Mays reached out to Omega 
Lambda Lambda and the friends 
responded in grand fashion to help 
mentor, mastermind and mediate 
many of the ills that plague our 

society. “It feels good to see the 
Brothers in my Fraternity come out 
and share time, food and fellow-
ship with men who are bouncing 
back,” Mays said.  

Since its start, 4:13 Strong has 
served approximately 2,000 men. 

To successfully complete the pro-
gram, men must have: four months 

of continuous employment; court 
fees and fines paid off; driver’s 
license acquired or reinstated; Car 
and insurance purchased with 
cash; and $1500 emergency fund 
saved. 

The environment created during 
a recent team building session on 
bravery was the tip of the iceberg 
when it came to connecting on 
bravery. Brother Mays intentionally 
socially engineered the motto of 
our Fraternity: Friendship Is Essen-
tial To The Soul. 

To find out more about Ome-
ga Lambda Lambda’s involve-
ment in the 4:13 Strong program, 
please e-mail Bro. Gary Mays, 
gmays5que@gmail.com, or visit 
4:13 Strong.

BY: Bros. Andre Anderson and Allataye Russell 
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Brother Ken Willoughby: 
A man of high-flying

 aspirations.

Hendersonville, TN 
(April 22,2022) | The 
high star of aspiration is 
indicative of Bro. Ken 

Willoughby of Omega Lambda 
Lambda Chapter. 

After losing his father at the ten-
der age of 7, Bro. Willoughby vowed 
to honor his parents’ legacy by way 
of achievement and excellence. “I 
had a good strong mother and I 
didn’t want to disappoint her. My 
biological father died when I was 7. 
My mom remarried. “I grew up in 
Chicago…most of my friends didn’t 
have a two-parent home...I did…and 
that kept me focused,” he said.

 His love for learning began 

when his mother 
enrolled him in 
an all-boys Cath-
olic high school. 
During his tenure 
there, he became 
enthralled with the 
idea of military ser-
vice after meeting 
a recruiter from the 
Naval Academy. 

Bro. Willoughby 
believes that it is 
a combination of 
this dream to serve 
his country and 
love of sports that 
kept him on “the 
straight and nar-
row” as an impres-
sionable Chicago 
youth.  

“None of my 
friends went to col-

lege. They all went into the military. 
So, I went to the Naval Academy on 
a sports scholarship after gradua-
tion…. I left there after a year and 
went to Chicago State University, 
where I ran track and pursued a 
bachelor’s degree in math. I decided 
to rejoin the Naval Academy as an 
aviator. The eligibility requirements 
were rigorous, but I met them all,” 
he said. “There were many obstacles 
for Black pilots in the Navy, none 
were impossible to overcome with 
determination and perseverance. 
During my 10-year career, I flew 
helicopters, props and jets.”

Bro. Willoughby has worked as 
a pilot in the civilian sector for the 
past 27 years (United Airlines), and 
has circumnavigated the globe more 

than 151 times.
His legacy extends well beyond 

his illustrious career in aviation. The 
loving husband of 32 years to his 
wife, Pam, he is a proud father of 
one, Dr. Sunny Willoughby-McDer-
mott. Through it all, Bro. Willough-
by has made it his mission to share 
his passion for scholarship and 
achievement with those that follow 
in his footsteps. 

“I have one daughter who didn’t 
want to follow in my footsteps, she 
wanted to be a dentist from day one. 
I never tried to push my ambitions 
on her. My job was to connect her to 
her destiny. I enjoy mentoring youth 
of different ages and helping them 
peruse their passions in both avia-
tion and otherwise,” he said.

Today, Bro. Willoughby’s primary 
focus is physical fitness and uplift-
ing those in his community. He is 
an avid boxer and engages in HIIT 
(high intensity interval training) on 
a regular basis.

When asked how his future 
aspirations and service to Omega, 
Brother Willoughby said: “Look at 
your legacy. Are you setting a good 
example for your family and your 
Fraternity? The main focus is on 
you and your family, making good 
decisions. A man’s product is his 
legacy.”

BY: Bros. Blair Adams 
and Andre Anderson
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Omega Lambda Lambda Scholarship Winner

Hendersonville, Tennessee (April 20, 2022) | 
Some people have what we refer to as “The 
Midas touch,” whatever they put their hands 
to turns to gold. 

Enter Bro. Kielan Watson of Omega Lambda 
Lambda Chapter, a rising senior at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity (Theta Beta Chapter) and recipient of a $1,500 
scholarship on April 20, 2022. The award was provided 
by the Chapter and Mt. Zion Baptist Church. 

Bro. Watson is majoring in Communication of Science 
and Technology (CSET) envisions crafting Communica-
tions, Science and Engineering with a focus in technol-
ogy. His reputation precedes him as CVS Health imme-
diately offered him an internship for Summer 2022. 

Reflecting on his hometown, Kansas City, MO, Bro. 
Watson said, “I attended a primarily African-American 
high school and Vanderbilt offered nearly a full aca-
demic scholarship in a city equidistant to my stomping 
grounds. ” Nashville is an 8 hour drive from Kansas 
City. 

He currently works at Vanderbilt’s Recreation and 
Wellness Center and is a referee in the intramural 
league. 

Consistent with the values of Manhood, Scholarship, 
Perseverance and Uplift, Bro. Watson is the Director of 
Mentorship of REVAMP, a black mentorship organiza-
tion that connects underclassmen with upperclassmen 
to build community within the black male population. 
As a top student in his high school, Bro. Watson valued 
the opportunity to engage others in academic attain-
ment. 

As Bro. Watson poises himself to enter a career in 
Project Management with sights on graduate school, 
the landscape of Omega Psi Phi continues to shine 
bright. 

With a backbone of siblings and cousins in Missouri 
and classmates who selected him as the Junior Rep-
resentative of his dorm at Vanderbilt, Bro. Watson is 
“being the change that the world, especially the univer-
sity, needs to see.” 

BY: Bro. Andre Anderson

Strengthening Voter 
Registration

Hendersonville, Tennessee (June 14, 2022) | 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. strongly be-
lieves in ensuring the political, educational, 
social, and economic equality of rights of all 

persons and eliminating race-based discrimination as 
it relates to voting. Thus, the corresponding mandate 
serves to narrow the existing disparities in voter regis-
tration, education and mobilization.

Bro. Shawn Brown is on a specific mission to close 
that gap. The Omega Lambda Lambda Voter Regis-
tration, Education, & Mobilization Committee (VREM) 
along with chapter members have registered over 1000 
new voters over last two Years conducting Drives in 
Madison & the Sumner County areas.

The Omega Lambda Lambda VREM Committee kicked 
off its participation in “The District Mandate” to pass 
out voter registration and education flyers by setting 
up a table from June 8-10 at the Chapter’s annual Ques 
for Christ Revival. Brother Brown said, “We will hit the 
streets this month in Sumner County to Educate & Reg-
ister more especially in upcoming Juneteenth Events.” 

The next scheduled events will take place on June 17 
and June 19 in both Davidson and Sumner Counties. 
The Omega Lambda Lambda Chapter is uniquely suited 
to ensure the voting rights of individuals who may live 
in one county but work in another. 
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Mental Agility, Resiliency and Uplift

Nashville, Tennessee (February 18, 2022) |    
Becoming a more resilient person is a prac-
ticed skill that is needed when dealing with 
the highs & lows of everyday life.  

We live in a complex world with many revolving piec-
es were people need to have the mental capacity to shut 
down and refrain from counterproductive thinking. 
These efforts help enable a greater concentration, and 
focus on the task at hand.   

After the Nashville Military Entrance Processing 
Station (MEPS) selected the training topic, “Real Time 
Resilience: Mental Agility,” Bro. Captain Brian Stan-
field (Gamma Phi Chapter), Executive Officer of the 
Nashville MEPS, thought it would be fitting to have Bro. 
Eddie George (Rho Kappa Kappa Chapter) to come 
out and speak to the civilians and service members at 
the MEPS. 

The Army takes an active stannce on service members 
and government employees becoming more resilient. 
There are 14 training modules to the Army’s resiliency 
program. 

What better way to discuss mental agility than by 
having an All-Pro running back discuss the trials and 
tribulations of his life, training regiments, and the ob-
stacles he faced in life while playing in the NFL.

 Bro. George helped facilitate resiliency training to the 
38 assigned service members and government employ-
ees assigned to the MEPS.  Everyone listened attentive-
ly, and there was an question and answer period that 
followed.  

Thank you, Bro. George assisting with our training 
needs.  The men and women working at “Freedoms 
Front Door” greatly appreciated your presence, and 
learned how to remain resolute through trials and trib-
ulations. Friendship Is Essential To The Soul!!!

BY: Bro. Brian Stanfield The Nashville MEPS Command Team presents Bro. Eddie George with a certificate of ap-
preciation (Pictured L-R) Senior Chief Phillipp Pickle, Major David Ortiz, Bro. George and 
Bro. Stanfield. 
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Gamma Phi Builds Bridges to Uplift and Educate

Nashville, Tennessee (May 10, 2022) | The 
Brothers of Gamma Phi Chapter sponsored 
Isaiah T. Creswell Middle school field trip to 
the Justice Adolpho A. Birch Building. 

The Gamma Phi Chapter makes monthly visits to 
I.T. Creswell to show a strong African-American male 
presence and to discuss topics on making good grades, 
decision-making skills, respect, goal setting and a vari-
ety of other topics. 

Because of budgeting, the middle school did not have 
the funds accessible to go on the trip; so Brothers in 
the Chapter donated money to facilitate their logistical 
needs. 

While at the Justice Building, the students were able 
to sit in various courtrooms and listen to hearings that 
dealt with housing/apartment evictions, misdemeanor 

incarcerations due to theft, and contract breaches. 
Students were able to sit with lawyers and ask ques-

tions regarding juvenile court. The students also got a 
chance to speak to the only two African-American cir-
cuit judges in Nashville: The Honorable Sam Coleman 
and The Honorable Brother Kelvin Jones. 

The overall intent was to educate and show the 
students how due process in the legal system works, 
and how you can end up in the system by making bad 
decisions.  The overall intent was meet, as students 
watched in amazement of the outcomes in certain 
cases.    

BY: Bro. Brian Stanfield Pictured: Students of I.T. Creswell, faculty, and Brothers of Gamma Phi in the courtroom of 
Honorable Bro. Jones.
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COVER STORY: COVER STORY: 
1911 Day On 1911 Day On 
The HillThe Hill
Nashville, TN | On March 15, more than 

40 Brothers of the Legendary Fifth Dis-
trict of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 
visited the Tennessee State House to 

advocate for Tennessee HBCUs, incarcerated cit-
izens, and voters on Capitol Hill. The delegation 
was welcomed to the Hill by Fifth District Repre-
sentative Bro.  Sam McKenzie, also a TN State 
Representative for District 15. TN. 

The day began with greetings from Secretary 
of State Tre Hargett. The Secretary of State dis-
cussed voter identification, voter registration, and 
the duties of his office. Secretary Hargett places 
a premium on customer service while leveraging 
technology to create efficiencies that benefit tax-
payers with a customer-centered approach to state 
government. 

Under Secretary Hargett’s leadership, the de-
partment has implemented a massive overhaul of 
its technological abilities to embrace customers 
online. The department offers Tennesseans online 
voter registration and the GoVoteTN mobile app 
to help increase voter registration, turnout and 
awareness. 

A redesigned website, found at sos.tn.gov, offers 
a wealth of information and services, including 
an intuitive online corporate filing system, a place 
where consumers can learn how their charitable 

con-
tribu-
tions 
are 
being 
spent 
and 
re-
sources 
to pro-
mote civ-
ic engage-
ment across 
Tennessee. 

He also con-
tinues to promote 
the vast resources of 
the Tennessee State Library 
& Archives. Thanks to his work 
with the Tennessee General Assembly, the Library 
& Archives recently moved to a new facility on 
the Bicentennial Mall where it can better serve all 
Tennesseans while preserving the state’s history.  
During the visit, Bro. Harold Love, Jr., TN Rep-
resentative District 58, greeted the Brotherhood 
and shared his shared his work on the education 
administration, elections and campaign finance, 
K-12, local government, calendar and rules, and 
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public health committees. 
Rep. Love detailed his 

sponsorship of bill HB1000 
(Local Education Agencies), 
which was introduced; it 

focuses on the reduction 
from 25 to 20, and from 20 to 

15, respectively, the maximum 
class size and the average grade 

level unit classroom size for 
grades kindergarten through three 

in a school in which 50 percent or 
more of the school's third grade stu-

dents were not reading on grade level by 
the end of the immediately preceding school 

year. Love’s effort to get this legislation passed is 
driven by research and studies that support the 
premise that students learn faster and perform bet-
ter in smaller classes. A class size of fewer than 20 
students often result in more individual attention, 
increased participation, and better communication 
between the instructor and students. 

Representatives from the Tennessee Department 
of Corrections rounded out the series of presenters 
discussing the current conditions of the facilities, 
prison populations, early prisoner releases, and 

juvenile justice. The discussion highlighted recent 
news reports that Rutherford County jailed kids in 
48 percent of the cases referred to juvenile court, 
compared with the statewide average of 5 percent. 

Some children were held in solitary confinement, 
a practice a federal judge called inhumane. Ruth-
erford County, which has been widely criticized for 
its juvenile justice system, has been jailing Black 
children at a disproportionately high rate, accord-
ing to newly obtained data. And, in a departure 
from national trends, the county’s racial disparity 
is getting worse, not better.

 Data showed that while the county was locking 
up so many kids  often illegally it was also jailing 
an exceptionally high percentage of Black chil-
dren. From July 2010 to June 2021, children from 
Rutherford County were booked into the juvenile 
jail at least 6,350 times, according to the youth 
commission’s monthly monitoring reports In 38 
percent of those cases, the children were Black. 
Omega Day on The Hill ended with the Brothers 
attending a legislative session where several bills 
were introduced, debated, tabled, and or voted on 
by the legislative body.
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More scenes from 1911 Day on the Hill



The Legendary Fifth District Newsletter ,Vol. XIV 

15Tennessee



The LEGEND

16 Kentucky

Louisville, KY | Theta Ome-
ga Chapter hosted the 74th 
Fifth District meeting, which 
was held at the Galt House 

Hotel in Louisville, KY, from March 
31 through April 3, 2022. 

Hosting the Fifth District Meeting 
was especially meaningful, as 2022 
marked several milestones for Theta 
Omega Chapter. Not only is the 
“Mother Pearl of Kentucky” cele-
brating her centennial anniversary, 
but this was also the first Fraternity 
meeting of this magnitude in Louis-
ville since it hosted the final Winter 
Grand Conclave in December, 1984. 

Additionally, this was the first 
in-person District meeting since the 
Covid-related shutdowns. More than 
350 brothers, representing forty-four 
different chapters within the Dis-
trict, attended the meeting. 

During the Plenary Sessions, the 

Fifth District officers were voted on 
and the Fifth District Council was 
established. Additionally, 41st Grand 
Baselius Bro. Dr. David Marion 
and 1st Vice Grand Baselius Bro. 
Ricky Lewis delivered remarks 
to the general body. The District 
meeting was also an opportunity to 
recognize chapters and individuals 
for various achievements.  The list of 
all the award recipients follows:

District High School Essay Winner: 
Ty Hampton (Gamma Theta, Bowl-
ing Green, KY)

Citizen of the Year: Mr. Charles 
Booker (Theta Omega, Louisville, 
KY)

Dr. Ernst E. Just Undergraduate 
Advisor: Bro. Karlton Davidson                                                        
(Pi Gamma Gamma, Murfreesboro, 
TN)

Brigadier General Charles Young 
Military Leadership: Bro. Terri Cla-
von (Xi Xi, Fort Knox, KY) 

Superior Service: Bro. Carlton 
Cobb (Omega Lambda Lambda, 
Hendersonville, KY) 

Founder’s Lifetime: Bro. Edward 
C. Morant (Pi Gamma Gamma, Mur-
freesboro, TN)

Undergraduate Omega Man of the 
Year: Bro. Kyle Anthony (Xi Zeta, 
University of Memphis)

Graduate Omega Man of the Year: 

A Legendary District Meeting
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Bro. Michael Wallace (Xi Xi, Fort 
Knox, KY)

Bro. George Dave of Theta Ome-
ga,  was recognized as the 2nd eldest 
member of the Fifth District with 62 
years of service. 

Chapter Recognition Award Win-
ners:

Undergraduate Chapter of the 
Year: Xi Zeta Chapter

Graduate Chapter(s) of the Year - 
Xi Xi Chapter (Small) and Pi Gamma 
Gamma (Large). 

One of the highlights of the 
District meeting was the Found-
ers’ Banquet celebration. Keynote 
Speaker Bro. William Blackford 
IV offered words of wisdom and 
challenged the brothers of Omega.  
His message was both awe-inspir-
ing and challenging. He empha-
sized the importance of promoting 

encouragement within the organi-
zation and maintaining a devout 
continuation of service, not just to 
the brotherhood, but also to the 
community as a whole.  

He also appealed to all brothers to 

continue pressing towards the mark 
— the mission and the Creed of 
Omega. He commented on how the 
Fraternity began as a service organi-

zation. “We were known as a service 
organization, which provides pur-
pose, and therein lies our power to 
affect change. There is nothing more 
beautiful than when a Black man 
stands for something. Let’s reclaim 
Christian Manhood by modeling 
ourselves after Jesus Christ.” 

Lastly, the 74th Fifth District 
Meeting concluded with a worship 
service led by Fifth District Chaplain 
Bro. L. Rodney Bennett. 

Special thanks are in order for 
Bro. Reginald McDaniel, District 
Marshal, and for the District meet-
ing committee for their tireless 
work before and during the District 
meetings.  

From all accounts, many left thor-
oughly impressed with the efforts of 
Theta Omega Chapter.
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74th Fifth District Meeting Highlights

GB41 Presents 
$5,000 each

 to 9 HBCUs in 
Kentucky and 

Tennessee at the 
74th Fifth District 

Meeting

Louisville, KY (April 2, 2022) | Bro. Dr. David 
Marion, the 41st Grand Basileus of the Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., presented an award of  
$45,000 to the nine Historically Black Colleges 

and Universities (HBCUs), located in Kentucky and 
Tennessee, during the Saturday session of the 74th Fifth 
District Meeting held at The Galt House.

The Grand Basileus's presentation was one of the 
highlights of the District's annual meeting, hosted by 
the local chapters, Theta Omega (Louisville Metro) 
and Phi Eta (University of Louisville). It marked the 
first in-person District Meeting since 2019 as well as 
the 100th year of service to the Louisville community by 
Theta Omega.

“This is a reflection of the Fraternity’s ongoing com-
mitment to support the Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities in Kentucky and Tennessee but also 
throughout America," said 23rd Fifth District Represen-
tative and Tennessee State Representative Bro. Samuel 
P. McKenzie about the awards. “The Fraternity has a 
very rich tradition on the campuses of the HBCUs from 
which many of our members have graduated. I am very 
proud that the Fraternity will grant  $5,000 to each of 
the 101 HBCUs or over $500,000.”

 The nine HBCUs awarded include locally Kentucky 
State University and Simmons College of Kentucky. 
In Tennessee, they include American Baptist College 
(Nashville), Fisk University (Nashville), Knoxville Col-
lege (Knoxville), Lane College (Jackson), LeMoyne-Ow-
en College (Memphis), Meharry Medical College (Nash-
ville) and Tennessee State University (Nashville). 

Historically Black Colleges and Universities are in-
stitutions of higher education in the United States that 
were established before the Civil Rights Act of 1964 with 
the intention of primarily serving the African-American 
community. 

The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. was founded on 
November 17, 1911, on the campus of Howard University. 

The Fraternity’s mandate is to provide leadership 
development to its members and uplift through social 
action projects in the communities that they serve. 

From its humble beginnings, it has grown into an 
international Fraternity with over 750 chapters and over 
250,000 members.

Grand Basileus Marion (center left) with 23rd Fifth District Representative 
Bro. McKenzie (center right) with representatives of the nine HBCUs that 
received an award.

BY: Al Cornish and Lester Sanders
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First Fifth District 
Security Detail

Louisville, KY (March 31, 2022) | Creating a 
security detail was a vision that the current Fifth 
District Keeper of Peace Bro. Dwight Jones 
envisioned back in 2020.  

He had an idea of expanding his duties by creating 
a vice committee, to not only providing services to the 
District officers and maintaining order in meetings, but 
he also wanted to extend that courtesy to vendors as 
well. 

The overall goal is ensuring that brothers are adher-
ing to guidelines and standards. The 23rd Fifth District 
Representative Bro. Samuel McKenzie approved the 
plan for the inaugural security detail in January 2022 to 
perform duties at the 74th Fifth District Meeting.

 Members across the Fifth District were identified & 
recommended to be on the security detail.  The detail 
performed their duties during the District meeting from 
March 31 – April 3.  The detail performed their out-
lined responsibilities and rendered services to the host 
Chapter. They also provided services to visiting Grand 
officers, providing escort services, and helping with any 
logistical needs that may have had to ensure that the 
Fifth District provided first class support.   

 “I have traveled to many district throughout the years 
and I have never seen a district level security detail.  
You all provided excellent support, and have done an 
outstanding job,” said First Vice Grand Basileus Bro. 
Ricky Lewis.

The security detail set up for success and looking 
forward to performing their duties & roles at future 
meetings. 

ABOVE: Bro. Brian Stanfield and Bro. Eric Brent escorting First Vice 

Grand Basileus Bro. Ricky Lewis (centered).

BELOW: (L-R) Inaugural 5th District Security Detail: Bro. Fabian Roberts, 
Theta Omega; 5th District Keeper of Peace Bro. Dwight Jones, Theta Iota; 
Bro. Brian Stanfield, Gamma Phi; and  Bro. Eric Brent, Sigma Lambda 
Lambda. 

Louisville, KY 
(April 2, 2022) | 
Bro. Michael Mil-
liner, chairman 

of the 5th District Father-
hood Initiative and Men-
toring Committee (FIMC), 
was awarded the 5th Dis-
trict inaugural Chairman 
of the Year Award during 
the 74th Fifth District Meet-

ing. This award recognizes 
the top District Committee 
Chairman. Bro. Milliner 
representing Gamma Phi 
Chapter of Nashville, TN 
was appointed in 2020. 

Additionally, Bro. 
Milliner’s work captured 
a $1000 check from the 
International Chairman 
Bro S. Earl Wilson in 

2021 and, because of his 
work with the District, 
Gamma Phi was awarded 
$5,000 from the 41st Grand 
Basileus Bro. David Mar-
ion, Ph.D. Through Bro. 
Milliner's work, the com-
mittee was also awarded 
a grant of $500 from the 
Middle Tennessee Uplift 
Foundation. 

Bro. Michael Milliner is 
well deserving of this inau-
gural award and is “Mov-
ing the Fifth Forward.”

District Chairman of the Year Award
BY: FVDR Quincy "Que" Snider
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74th Fifth District Meeting Highlights
The City of Louisville honored the service of Theta 
Omega Chapter by renaming the street Theta Omega 
Way.
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The newly-formed Fifth District Technology Team, 
featuring Bros. Rico Walker (Psi Tau) and Anthony 
Burks (Xi Xi), played a critical role in facilitating the 
meeting.

Fifth District Undergraduate Brothers received free suits 
at the 74th District Meeting courtesy of the Pi Gamma 
Gamma Foundation.
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Memphis, TN | 
Bro. Charles 
Muhammad, 
50, gradu-

ated with honors from 
LeMoyne-Owen College, 
earning his bachelor’s 
degree in Social Work and 
pledged Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc. in the Fall 
semester of 2021 by way 
of the Chi Psi Chapter, 
32 years after leaving high 
school.

 “That was one of my 
proudest moments,” said 
Brother Muhammad. “As 
the father of nine chil-
dren, I have worked very 
hard to make sure they 
all got the opportunity 
to attend college. I have 
always told them I wished 
I had stayed in college. I 
ended up leaving after my 
first year.” 

Two of Charles’ profes-
sors commended him on 
making a notable mile-
stone. “As a student, I 
found Mr. Muhammad to 
be very determined,” said 
Professor Bobbie Thomp-
son, now retired. “He had 
a great interest in improv-
ing himself for his fam-
ily. Despite some family 
issues along the way, he 
overcame them. He was 
one of my best students. I 
am so proud that he grad-
uated this year.” 

Chairman of the Social 
Work Department, Bro.
Michael Robinson also 
had words of praise for 
Muhammad. “Charles Mu-
hammad was an outstand-
ing student,” said Rob-

inson. “He demonstrated 
excellent leadership skills 
and always showed great 
enthusiasm. He developed 
strong relationships with 
peers and faculty. “He 
plans to pursue graduate 
studies. He will do well. I 
celebrate with him in this 
great accomplishment, 
earning a college degree.”

 Also, on hand to cele-
brate with Muhammad 
were eight of his nine 
children: Sharmeshe 
Muhammad, 33; Paisley 
Muhammad, 31; Khadijah 
Muhammad, 29; Luqman 
Muhammad, 28; Ayat-
ullah Muhammad, 23; 
Jahmaykah Muhammad, 
17; Sadat Muhammad and 
Tajjah Muhammad, 15. His 
son, Abdul-Fatir Muham-
mad, is deceased. 

“I wanted my children to 
see me graduate from col-
lege,” said Bro. Muham-
mad. “Some of the older 
ones started college, but 
they did not stay. Getting 
a college degree opens 
a world of opportunity, 
and I hope by my exam-
ple they plan to go back. 
Hopefully, they won’t wait 
as long as I did.” 

Bro. Muhammad is es-
pecially proud of his third 
daughter, Khadijah Mu-
hammad, the first of his 
children to earn a college 
degree. “Khadijah grad-
uated from Grambling 
University in Grambling, 
Louisiana,” said Charles. 
She teaches science at 
Oakhaven Middle School. 
Khadijah loved college. 

Determination Personified
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She pledged Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority. 

Bro. Muhammad’s three 
youngest attend Melrose 
High School. Jahmaykah 
is graduating this year. 
Sadat is a sophomore, and 
Tajjah is a freshman. 

“Hopefully, they will go 
on to college immediate-
ly after high school and 
complete their undergrad-
uate degree,” said Bro. 
Muhammad. 

He graduated from 
Kingsbury High School 
in 1990. He was a typical 
jock. “I didn’t get recruit-
ed for college. So, I got 
married two months after 
high school and decided 
to join the navy.” 

After the Gulf War 
started, he changed his 
mind about the Navy and 
decided to try college. He 
enrolled in Lane College 
in Jackson, Tennessee. 

After attending a few 
months, he decided to 
become a Christian Meth-
odist Episcopal minister. 
He was encouraged by his 
professors since Lane was 
a CME institution. But he 
converted to the Nation of 
Islam and experienced a 
transformation. 

Charles G. Beavers III be-
came Charles Muhammad 
and he left after freshman 
year. After working var-
ious positions over the 
years, Bro. Muhammad 
began a home health 
career in 2010. He worked 
with special needs indi-
viduals who had been 
formerly institutionalized 
in an Arlington, Tennes-
see facility. 

As an advocate, he 
conferred with mas-
ters-level clinicians and 
Ph.D. behavioral analysts. 
A clinician recognized 

that Bro. Muhammad was 
“performing masters-level 
work” and told him to go 
back to college. At Khad-
ijah’s commencement at 
Grambling, Bro. Muham-
mad told her how proud 
he was of her. She replied, 
“Okay, it’s your turn now.” 

In 2018, Muhammad 
enrolled at LeMoyne-Ow-
en College. Now, he has 
a plan for the next three 
years. He will begin a 
master’s program in social 
work, and immediately 
after, pursue a doctorate. 
“I am motivated now 
because of a conversation 
I had,” said Muhammad. 
“One of my professors told 
me, ‘You will return to 
LeMoyne-Owen to teach. 
I will be ready to pass the 
mantle.’ “I answered him, 
‘And I will be ready to 
accept it.’”

Lexington, KY | Bro. Sam Meaux was appoint-
ed first chair of the newly formed and perma-
nent Racial Justice and Equality Commission in 
Lexington, Kentucky. 

Bro. Meaux was appointed to this position by Lexing-
ton Mayor Linda Gorton. The commission was created 
after the 2020 Summer protests about the deaths of 
Breonna Taylor and George Floyd but was just made 
permanent. 

The goal of the commission is to identify both the 
systematic and systematic practices of racism that 
have fostered structural inequalities, challenges, and 
deficiencies in Lexington-Fayette County as well as to 
recommend and advocate the systematic changes that 
will protect and promote racial opportunity, diversity, 
equity, and unity. 

Bro. Sam Meaux is a retired principal of Tates Creek 
High School and was initiated into the Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc. through the Psi Tau Chapter in Novem-
ber of 2020.

Trying to Initiate Change in the Community
BY: Bro.Rico Walker
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BY: Bro. Irwin Todd II

Memphis, TN | During the Month of March, 
The Memphis Omega Lamplighter’s Hop 
Team competed in the 2022 World of Step 
Texas Regional Qualifier Competition in 

Tyler, Texas. 
The World of Step is an organization that created a 

space within the dance world to celebrate the innova-
tors, change-makers, and highlight methods of teach-
ing, to embrace and celebrate the art form of Step. The 
Memphis Omega Lamplighter’s Hop Team competed in 
Two Routines that were placed in the 12-18 Intermedi-
ate/advanced Solo-Duet-Trio Category.  

Lamplighter Christopher Vinson competed in his Hop 
solo titled Throwback Thursday. His solo placed Over-
all High Score in Stroll and won the Rep Your Country 
Award. 

The second routine was a Trio Group routine entitled, 
"The Revolution." This was performed by Lamplighters 
Christopher Vinson, Kevon Chapman and Marcus Scott. 
The trio won 3rd place overall, which gave them a gold-
en ticket and invitation to the 2022 International World 
of Step National Step Competition, which was held May 
21, 2022, in New York City, New York. 

After the competition, the Memphis Omega Lamp-
lighters had the opportunity to meet and fellowship 
with The Tyler Texas Omega Lamplighters and the 
brothers of the Sigma Omicron Chapter of the Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. 

This was an awesome experience for the young men 
to bond and create long lasting friendship and share 
their experience of how this program is affecting their 
lives. We were showered with food, fun and just amaz-
ing uplifting conversations. 

Also, on March 14, 2022, the Memphis Omega Lamp-
lighter partnered with the Memphis Black Arts Alliance 
to film a campaign video for Shelby County Commis-
sioner Reginald Milton.  

They were filmed having a in depth conversation 
about goals and what their action plan is to achieve 
their goals. Featured Lamplighters were Marcus Scott, 
Jordan Lee, Jahari Eskridge and Kevon Chapman. After 
the event, Commissioner Milton gave the Lamplighters 
$100 to go get some food afterward.

Memphis Omega Lamplighters Step Out
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Xi Zeta Mentoring The Youth

BY: Bro. Theo Chisom III 

Memphis, TN |On January 26, 2022, Sea Isle 
Elementary School hosted a “Story Time” 
featuring The Magnificent Xi Zeta Chapter.  

These “Story Time” series are held 
throughout each semester to encourage men to give 
back to their community by serving the youth. 

The Magnificent Xi Zeta chapter volunteers twice a se-
mester at a Shelby County Elementary school to mentor 
students. Members of the chapter went into classrooms 
to read books, discuss college life, and gave academic 
advice. 

The chapter and Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. com-
mit to providing positive African-American male role 
models throughout the city of Memphis. The Brothers 
enjoyed the time spent with the kids and commit to 
spending more time at Sea Isle Elementary once the 
global pandemic is over. 
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Knoxville, TN | In an effort to raise 
awareness in the community about the 
COIVD-19 vaccine, Brothers of Iota Alpha 
Chapter partnered with the African Amer-

ican Health Care Clinician Workgroup by the Faith 
Leaders Church, Knoxville Branch of the NAACP, 
Chi Eta Phi Sorority (Black Nursing Sorority), and 
the East TN National Panhellenic Council (15 Black 
Greek Letter Organizations in East Tennessee) to 
host a press conference.  

Surveys have shown that as the first COVID-19 
vaccinations are being administered across the 
country, Black Americans remain among the 
groups that have the least confidence in the vac-
cine, according to a study from the Kaiser Family 
Foundation.  

The Kaiser study found that 35 percent of Black 
Americans would probably or definitely not get the 
vaccine if it was determined to be safe by scientists 
and widely available for free.

“The key to getting the word out to the African 
American community is using trusted people that 
our community will listen to and believe in,” states 
Vice-Mayor Gwen McKenzie.  

“This is one of many strategies that the Faith 

Leaders and CONNECT Ministries/New Directions 
and their partners are using to push out the mes-
sages about vaccines and choice.”

The Iota Alpha Chapter is committed to the 
health and well-being of African Americans within 
the greater Knoxville community and will continue 
to be an impact in our communities’ effort to edu-
cate and bring awareness to keep people safe.

African American Health Care Clinician Workgroup

BY: Bros. Kevin Park and Smith Jean-Phillippe
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In Memoriam: Omega Chapter

Phi Eta , Bro. Manual Brazwell
Psi Psi, Bro. Jeffrey Northington
Theta Omega, Bro. Claude Tisby
Delta Sigma, Bro. James Epps
Delta Sigma, Bro. James Harris
Beta Upsilon, Bro. Ronald Lamont Fields
Psi Psi, Bro. Gentry C. LaRue, Sr.
Psi Tau, Bro. Andrew Thomas
Gamma Theta, Bro. Jesse Quinn
Iota Alpha, Bro. Michael Foxx
Iota Alpha, Bro. Bobby James Leverett
Iota Alpha, Bro. John Henry "Butch" Perry, 
Jr. 
Kappa Sigma, Bro. Author Havard
Mu Zeta, Bro. Jeremy Simmons 
Kappa Iota, Bro. Donald Stone
Sigma Lambda Lambda, Bro. Orlando East
Rho Psi, Bro. Alfred Curry

Xi Zeta, Bro. Roberto Person
Psi Tau, Bro. William Asbury 
Kappa Iota, Bro. Paul A McDaniel
Kappa Iota, Bro. Michael Geer
Rho Kappa Kappa, Bro. Tracy Neal 
Kappa Iota, Bro. Rufus Shelton
Omega Lambda Lambda, Bro. Terrance Hodges
Omega Lambda Lambda, Bro. Marvin Neal
Omega Lambda Lambda, Bro. James Hickson
Gamma Theta, Bro. Stavon Williams
Epsilon Phi, Bro. James Netters Sr.
Theta Iota, Bro. Willie Morgan
Pi Gamma Gamma, Bro. Kempton C. Harris
Pi Gamma Gamma, Bro. David L. Roper
Pi Gamma Gamma, Bro. Robert Humphrey, Jr.
Pi Gamma Gamma, Bro. Darrell S. Freeman

The following Brothers will be memorialized at the 83rd 
Grand Conclave:
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